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Dental treatment in a diabetic patient

Erika Iwami, Mamoru Komeda, Takeshi Koide,
Hiroyuki Kometani, Ikiko Tsuji, Hirotaka Tatsumi,

Akio Ohnishi, Kyoko Higuchi and Chika Nakai

Department of Interdisciplinary Dentistry and Oral Diagnosis, Osaka Dental University

Abstract : A 68-year-old man, complaining of discomfort in both cheeks, was referred by his regular
dentist to our hospital for dental management. His face and neck had appeared swollen sometimes
during the past two years. His past medical history revealed that he had diabetes mellitus, hyper-
tension and hyperlipemia and was undergoing insulin treatment. The patient was treated for peri-
odontal disease, including oral hygiene management, according to periodontal treatment guidelines
for diabetic patients. The teeth with hopeless prognoses, numbers 26, 43, and 46, were extracted by
simple extraction because HbAlc (64 %) and fasting blood glucose level (136mg/dl) were stable
and were replaced with a partial denture. Although the risks of infection, healing delay, difficult he-
mostasis, and periodontal disease are associated with diabetes mellitus, we were able to provide ade-
quate treatment to this diabetic patient similar to that in a healthy person as the HbAlc and fasting
blood glucose level were under control.
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