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Education for community dentistry
—Relevance to professionalism—
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Abstract : There are little studies fully analyzing competency and educational method to be desir-
able dental practitioners who serve community dentistry. In this study, author gathered information
concerning practical needs which community dental practitioner had for education of community
dentistry, survey current status of actual undergraduate curriculum in the university, and examine
desirable educational strategy for community dentistry. An anonymous questionnaire survey for 830
members of Kagoshima dental association was conducted in 2014 to clarify needs for education of
community dentistry. Another questionnaire survey for 29 dental university or dental collage was
also conducted in 2015 to find present condition of it. 140 members (16.9%) of Kagoshima dental as-
sociation and 21 universities (724%) were answered. In the result, community dental practitioner’s
needs for education of community dentistry was mainly based on practical medicine in hyper aging
society. However, there wasn't definite concept for community dentistry in the university and the
educational theme and teaching method for it varied. On the other hand, one of the desirable compe-
tencies for community dental practitioner should be “Professionalism”, as a result of survey for com-
munity dental practitioner and university. “Professionalism” would be very important component to
develop undergraduate curriculum for community dentistry in the future.

Key words : community dentistry, education, needs analysis, professionalism



