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A case of extensive subcutaneous pneumomediastinum causedby tooth extraction
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Abstract : We reported a case of extensive subcutaneous pneumomediastinum caused by tooth ex-

traction of the mandibular left impacted third molar.

The patient was a 46-year-old male who was

referred to our university hospital for requesting extraction of the mandibular left third molar be-
cause of his dental anxiety. The tooth was extracted by removing the bone and dividing the tooth
crown using an air turbine under intravenous sedation. Crepitations between bilateral infraorbital
regions and left neck were noticed immediately after completion of the extraction. CT examination
revealed pneumatosis extensively from bilateral orbits to bilateral clavicles. Antibiotics were admin-
istered to prevent occurrence of mediastinitis, and the patient was discharged from the hospital with-
out complications. High-pressure air from the air turbine used during extracting the tooth may have

cau

sed the pneumatosis.
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