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A case of remaking dentures for a patient who had a strong sense of
resistance to dentures

Kentaro Kubo", Teiichi Ibuki? and Naohisa Wada? ¥
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Abstract : We report a case in which missing teeth was left untreated due to the discomfort of a
denture. The case is a 71-year-old woman. She had a strong sense of resistance to dentures due to
discomfort in the maxillary and severe pain in the mandibular, and had not used dentures for more
than 15 years. The denture prosthesis seemed essential for adequate nutritional intake and the prog-
nosis of remaining teeth. Since the shape of the old denture was thought to have a strong effect on
the feeling of the tongue, new denture was made in consideration of the position of the palatal bar
and the arrangement of the artificial teeth. Although the ease of swallowing was improved with
wearing new denture, the feeling of the tongue touching the dentures remained unchanged, and it
was not possible to use it for a long time. Therefore, when the occlusal vertical dimension was in-
creased to expand the space of the tongue vertically, the feeling of the tongue was improved, and
continuous use of dentures became possible. There was a complaint that the new mandibular den-
ture, which was made following the maxillary, was difficult to speak and could not be used, but it
was improved by cutting the lingual side of the artificial tooth and denture base. In this case, the
cause of the patient’s denture discomfort was the feeling of the tongue, and it was found that not
only the shape of the denture but also the occlusal height was involved. In addition, it is suggested
that careful observation is necessary for dentition that requires partial dentures, as there may be
changes in the position of the teeth and a decrease in the occlusal vertical dimension that affect the
space of the tongue.

Key words : partial dentures, discomfort with dentures, shape of the dentures, occlusal vertical
dimension



