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A consideration of the growth process of general dentist in remote island
—Examination of the analysis of the narrative from an island dentist—

Takayuki Oto”, Ayumi Nakayama®, Tetsuya Sakuta,
Yoichiro Iwashita?, Yuko Matsumoto", Reiko Yoshida",
and Norihiro Taguchi?

General Dental Practices, Kagoshima University Hospital, Medical and Dental Sciences Area,
Research and Education Assembly, Kagoshima University

Abstract : While training and development of general dentist in remote islands and other outlying
areas is becoming imperative, the developing process and mechanism for capable, professional doc-
tors still remain indefinite. Our study, thus, aims to reveal “the ability required in a remote island”
and “the changes of the doctor when coming to and living in a remote island” as a disclosure of the
development process of general dentists and a verification of the analysis methodologies through
some semi-structured interviews. Interviews are recorded, and the audio data are all transcribed
and used for the qualitative analysis in K] method. As a result, a 6-phrase development process is
constructed- I) Attaining a multi-facilities perspective & self-growth; II) the minimum ability needed
on a remote island; ) diagnosing ability on an island; IV) self-diagnosing ability; V) the ability to
train up the island and; VI) growing together with the island. The inter-relationships between these
6 phrases and in-field studies on the island are visualized. In order to grab “growth”, an ever-pro-
cessing concept, methods (e.g. M-GTA) other than K] method are considered more appropriate.
From the above, we come to witness the close linkage between a structured and planned training
system and the growth and development model of general dentist.

Key words : general dentist, dentist in remote island, remote dentistry



