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The qualitative analysis of shadowing clinical practice
for the 2nd grade dental students
—A Preliminary Study —

Shiori Miyagi”, Susumu Abe?, Eriko Horikawa",
Kenji Oka", Tomoko Kimura", Toshinori Ohkawa?,
Fumihiko Yoshizaki” and Fumiaki Kawano"?
U Department of Oral Care and Clinical Education, Tokushima University Hospital

? Department of Comprehensive Dentistry, Institute of Biomedical Sciences, Tokushima University Graduate School

Abstract : The aim of this study was to investigate if the shadowing clinical practice was available
to educate the attitude as a medical staff for dental students.

The participants were 30 dental students among 2nd grade students in this preliminary study. They
observed the dental instructor in charge of each student treated patients during a half day in
Tokushima University hospital. Each student freely wrote the report about their feeling through the
dental treatment or shadowing clinical practice and handed it to each instructor after observation.
Text mining analysis for each report was to be prepared, and frequently appearing words or sentiment
words were picked up from report or sentence in each report and their numbers were aggregated.

29 dental students used “patients” in his / her report, about 15 students used the term of
“treatment” or “examination” in the report. Furthermore, 29 dental students had positive feeling for
the shadowing clinical practice, and this feeling was significantly higher value than negative.

It was suggested that shadowing clinical practice was available to understand role and function of
dentist and dental treatment, and the students had positive thinking for this clinical practice and
thought about myself as a medical person.
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