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A qualitative study of the philosophy of university hospitals with dental schools
—Extraction of values and educational implications using the SCAT—
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Abstract : An organization’s “philosophy” is a statement of its raison d'etre and the basic values of
its activities, and it provides direction for all of its activities. Even in the medical field, it has been
reported that employees who perform activities based on an understanding of the philosophy have a
greater sense of fit between their abilities and their work, and that their attachment to the hospital
and morale are improved. In this study, we focused on the philosophies of university hospitals with
dental schools in Japan, extracted the values behind them, and examined their applicability to the
field of education. The subjects were university hospitals of 29 universities in Japan that have dental
schools. The method of analysis was qualitative analysis using SCAT (Steps for Coding and Theori-
zation). 78 constructs were obtained as a result of the analysis of the philosophy of the 29 university
hospitals using SCAT. These were grouped into six main categories: 1) promotion of innovative ini-
tiatives, 2) patient-centered holistic care, 3) professionalism and founding philosophy, 4) contribution
to community and society, 5) continuing education and professional development, and 6) commit-
ment to safety and quality. These were compared in content to a model curriculum for dental edu-
cation, and the potential for application to the field of education was demonstrated. These efforts will
enable the philosophy to function more effectively in educational and clinical settings, improve the
quality of dental education, and develop human resources that can respond to regional and global
medical environments.

Key words : philosophy, SCAT, model curriculum for dental education, qualitative research, dental
education



