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A case of elderly patient in which occlusion was predicted to
collapse in the near future

Taisei Sano”, Teiichi Tbuki? and Naohisa Wada?

UClinical Education Center, Kyushu University Hospital
YDivision of General Dentistry, Kyushu University Hospital, Kyushu University

Abstract : For dental treatment of the elderly, it is necessary to understand the physical and mental
characteristics of them and to make a treatment plan based on the patient background. In this
article, we report a case with good results in treatment of prosthetic dentures on the maxilla and
mandibular for an elderly patient who had the risk of occlusion collapse in the near future due to
almost no partial denture use. The patient, an 85-year-old male, complained of difficult eating
because of teeth mobility due to breakage of the temporary splinting of the mandibular anterior
teeth treated by his previous dentist. The patient initially hoped only its repair due to the distrust
of the denture made before. However, since severe periodontitis of the anterior teeth of the
mandibular and other, loss of occlusal support, and mobility of bridge including the maxillary anterior
teeth were observed, occlusion was predicted to collapse in the near future. A denture wearing was
recommended for protection of the anterior teeth and preparation to loss of the maxillary bridge by
the restoration of occlusal support. To make it easy for the patient to accept, the maxillary and
mandibular dentures were manufactured separately and worn. As a result of wearing the maxillary
denture first, the patient accepted dentures smoothly and improved his motivation for treatment.
Thus, the mandibular anterior teeth were extracted and the mandibular denture was worn, and then
he finally obtained his stable oral condition and we got consent to receive periodic oral cavity
management from him. In the elderly, it was suggested that the achievement of the gradual goals of
the treatment process is important for motivation for the subsequent treatment.

Key words : elderly, bite collapse, treatment planning, removable partial denture, acceptance of treatment



