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Activity report of disaster dental healthcare supports after
the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake

Sonoko Tasaki”, Yoshinori Higuchi® and Hiromitsu Morita®

U Section of Dentistry for the Disabled, Department of Oral Growth and Development, Fukuoka Dental College
? Visiting Professor, Fukuoka Dental College

Abstract : A crustal earthquake of a magnitude of 7.6 and a maximum intensity of 7 occurred in the
Noto Peninsula on January 1, 2024. Suzu City, located at the tip of the Noto Peninsula, suffered par-
ticularly severe damage—as of February 13, 102 people died, 249 were injured, and 1,330 were evacu-
ated. In addition to house damage, the water supply was cut off in almost all areas, forcing the clo-
sure of all five dental clinics in the city. Against this background, the Japan Dental Association
(JDA) requested the dispatch of a Japan Disaster Dental Alliance Team (JDAT) to provide dental
healthcare not only from Ishikawa Prefecture, but also from other prefectures throughout Japan. As
members of the Fukuoka Prefecture JDAT, we were dispatched to the disaster area for six days
from February 12 to 17, including the day of travel. Our four-member team consisted of two dentists
and two dental hygienists. We visited evacuation centers in Suzu City and provided emergency den-
tal treatment as well as oral hygiene management and instruction as disaster dental healthcare sup-
port; additionally, we distributed oral hygiene products through interprofessional collaboration with
doctors, nurses, public health nurses, and speech therapists. A total of 15 evacuation centers were
visited; the number of emergency dental treatments, oral hygiene management and instruction, and
dental consultations, in addition to the distribution of oral hygiene products at evacuation centers,
was 11 during the four days of disaster support activities. Japan is a disaster-prone country; there-
fore, dental healthcare support activities during disasters are considered one of the roles of primary
care and community healthcare that general dentists should perform.

Key words : the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake, Japan Disaster Dental Alliance Team (JDAT),
disaster dental healthcare support, interprofessional collaboration, general dentistry



