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The position of general dental practitioner in the system
~ From a perspective of the future needs for dentistry in the metropolitan area in Japan~

Jun Tsuruta

Institute of Education, Tokyo Medical and Dental University

Abstract : For the development of dentistry, it is necessary to understand characteristics of regional
community accurately and their needs and to provide dental care tailored to various needs from the
community. In this paper, we investigated the position of “General dental practitioner” who provides
general dental treatments besides specialty areas by specialist from a perspective of the future needs
for dentistry in the metropolitan area in Japan. Over 2 million people constantly commutes within
Tokyo Metropolitan area daytime. So population in each prefecture changes day and night and it
seems to be necessary to consider this condition into primary dental care system. In Japan, where
the population decline continues, the proportion of elderly people in Tokyo remains high, and due to
factors, it is thought that further support for home dental care and patients with dementia is neces-
sary. Depending on the policy of tourism, the number of foreign tourists staying in the Tokyo area
1s expected to increase rapidly, and the number of foreign residents living in Japan is also expected
to increase. It is considered necessary to deal with the language problems and cultural differences
including the social security system. Regarding these new social needs, we think that the general
dental practitioner in charge of the regional community should respond, rather than establishing a
specialist system that should be addressed to each need.

In coming era, I strongly expect a dentist in an established quality assurance scheme play the
position as a “general dental practitioner” to provide more personalized dental care for various needs.

Key words : general dental practitioner, quality assurance, regional dental service, needs



